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PRODUCE  THE  INFERTILE  EGG  FOR  MARKET. 

Prepared  by  the  Animal  Husbandry  Division,  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  United  States  Department  of 

Agriculture. 


It  is  estimated  that  the  loss  in  the  United 
States  from  improper  methods  of  produc¬ 
ing  and  handling  eggs  amounts  to  fully 
$45,000,000  each  year.  Probably  one-third  of 
this  loss  is  due  to  the  partial  hatching  of  fer¬ 
tile  eggs  which  have  been  allowed  to  become 
warm  enough  to  incubate,  and  is  preventable. 

What  is  an  infertile  egg? — An  infertile  egg 
is  one  that  is  laid  by  a  hen  that  has  not  been 
allowed  to  run  with  a  male  bird.  In  most 
cases  14  days  is  long  enough  to  wait  for  the 
eggs  to  become  infertile  after  the  male  bird  is 
removed  from  the  females.  The  male  bird  in 
the  flock  has  no  influence  on  the  number  of 
eggs  the  hens  lay.  He  merely  fertilizes  the 
germ  of  the  egg,  which  is  not  necessary  when 
the  egg  is  to  be  sent  to  market  or  used  for 
table  purposes.  It  is  impossible  to  hatch  an 
infertile  egg  or  to  cause  a  blood  ring  to  form 
in  one.  Infertile  eggs  keep  in  good  condition 
in  temperatures  that  will  cause  fertile  eggs  to 
rot.  After  the  hatching  season,  cook,  can,  sell, 
or  confine  all  of  the  male  birds.  Hens  not  run¬ 
ning  with  a  male  bird  will  produce  infertile 
eggs — quality  eggs  that  keep  best  and  market 
best. 

What  is  a  fertile  egg? — A  fertile  egg  is 
just  the  opposite  of  the  infertile  in  many  re¬ 
spects.  It  is  the  egg  that  is  produced  from 
hens  that  are  running  with  male  birds,  al¬ 
though  occasionally  there  are  hens  running 
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with  male  birds  that  lay  infertile  eggs.  This 
is  often  the  case  with  hens  that  are  confined  in 
yards  and  runs,  and  birds  that  do  not  have 
green  feed,  or  those  that  are  overfat.  The 
fertile  egg  should  only  be  produced  during  the 
breeding  season.  The  fertile  egg  is  the  one 
from  which  the  chick  is  hatched,  and  that 
spoils  so  quickly  when  subjected  to  the  ordinary 
methods  of  handling  on  the  farm  and  when 
marketed  in  the  hot  summer  months. 

RULES  FOR  HANDLING  EGGS  ON  THE  FARM. 

Heat  is  the  great  enemy  of  eggs,  both  fertile 
and  infertile.  Poultry-club  members  are  urged 
to  follow  these  simple  rules,  which  cost  nothing 
but  time  and  thought,  and  will  add  dollars  to 
the  poultry-yard  returns : 

1.  Keep  the  nests  clean;  provide  one  nest 

for  every  four  hens. 

2.  Gather  the  eggs  twice  daily. 

3.  Keep  the  eggs  in  a  cool,  dry  room  or 

cellar. 

4.  Market  the  eggs  at  least  twice  a  week. 

5.  Sell,  kill,  or  confine  all  male  birds  as 

soon  as  the  hatching  season  is  over. 

Note. — This  is  one  of  a  series  of  follow-up  circu¬ 
lars  (the  K  series)  printed  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
club  members  and  club  leaders.  Other  persons  desir¬ 
ing  poultry  literature  should  write  to  their  State  agri¬ 
cultural  college  or  ask  for  bulletins  noted  below. 

OF  AGRICULTURE  RELATING  TO  POULTRY. 

Squab  Raising.  (Farmers’  Bulletin  684.) 

Duck  Raising.  (Farmers’  Bulletin  697.) 

Goose  Raising.  (Farmers’  Bulletin  767.) 

Turkey  Raising.  (Farmers’  Bulletin  791.) 

Mites  and  Lice  on  Poultry.  (Farmers’  Bulletin  801.) 

FOR  SALE  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUMENTS, 
GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Guinea  Fowl  and  Its  Use  as  Food.  (Farmers’  Bulle¬ 
tin  234.)  Price,  5  cents. 

Commercial  Fattening  of  Poultry.  (Department  Bul¬ 
letin  21.)  Price,  10  cents. 

White  Diarrhea  of  Chicks,  with  Notes  on  Coccidiosis 
in  Birds.  (Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  Circular 
128.)  Price,  5  cents. 

A  System  of  Poultry  Accounting.  (Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  Circular  176.)  Price,  5  cents. 
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PRODUCE  INFERTILE 


FERTILE  EGGS  SPOIL  QUICKLY 
IN  SUMMER  WEflTKER. 


EGGS! 


No.  1.  Fcrtiio  ixUvr  21  lumrs  n(  102  T, 
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FERTILE  EGGS  COST  TH 
■  •  S15,000,000  A 

■Farmers  lose  545, 000, (KK)  annualK  from  haJ  methods  of 
produciiifi;  niul  haiullin^  One-third  i*f  this  loss  is  pre- 

\entahlc,  because  it  is  due  to  the  paitia!  fi, itching  of  fertile 
which  ha\e  been,  allowed  to  become  warm  eiiout^h  to 
he^in  to  incubate. 

r/w  roaster  ///iikes  the  c-;’  fertile. 

I'he  fertile  cfiti  !>i<tkes  the  blood  riii;r. 

You  can  save  the  .$15,000,000  now .  lost  from  blood  rmos 
by  keepinji;  the  male  bird  from  >()ur  flock  after  the  hatching 
sea.son  is  ox  er. 

1  he  rooster  does  not-  help  the  hens  to  lay.  He  merelx 
fertilizes  the  <^erm  of  the  e<^o;.  The  fertile  ^erm  m  hot  w  eather 
quickly  becomes  a  blood  rintt,  "hich  spoils  tlie  e<^p;  for  food 
and  market.  Summer  heat  has  the'  sairie  effect  on  fertile 
ef^^^s  as  the  hen  or  incubator.  ^ 

INFHRTILR  HGGS  WILL  NOT  BECOME  BLOOD  RINGS. 

After  the  hatching-  season  cook,  sell,  or  pen  your  rooster. 
Your  hens  not  runnino;  with  a  male  bird  will  produce  infertile 
‘-Tgs— quality  eg^s  that  keep  best  and  market  best. 

RULES  FOR  HANDLING  EGGS  ON  THE  FARM. 

Heat  IS  the  gre.it  enemy  of  eggs,  both  fertile  and  infertile. 
Farmers  are  urged  to  follow  these  simple  rules,  which  cost 
nothing  but  time  and  thought  and  will  add  dollars  to  the 
poultrx'  yard  returns; 

1.  Keep  the  nests  clean;  provide  one  nest  for  everx  four  hens. 

2.  Gather  the  eggs  tu  ice  dalK  . 

3.  Keep  the  eggs  in  a  cool,  tiry  room  or  cellar. 

4.  Market  the  eggs  at  least  tw  ice  a  w  eek. 

5.  Sell,  kill,  or  confine  all  male  birds  as  soon  as  the 

hatching  season  Is  ox  er. 

NOTICE. 

Valuable  published  iiifoiniation.  on  the  raisiny  and  care  of  poultry  and  eggs  and  iiidi- 
vu  ual  adyiceyon  these  stibj.-ets  may  be  obtained  by  xvritiiig  to  the  Bureau  of  .-Xiiimal 
liKlustry.  U.  o.  Department  of  .Agriculture,  Vi  ashington.  D.  C. 
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